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‘3?5/ mysz‘ery*su
in Brooklyn

N THE’ LATE 19705 -Paul Johp —

Arthur-“owned ‘a. fiedgling” in-
. vestigations firm in Croydon, Eng-
dand. Although he'had few clients and

lived ip a tiny Ylat, he masqueraded.asa
lavxsh ~-e.x

1op-flight oet.ecnve thb
-pense.account= -
For vears, Arthu" ]ec a: face}ess
d]te* Mitty existencé€. That changed
i 1880 when e metl 2 capperltime;m-
ger:ce’ ‘operative: from Belgmum who
were expensive suits and paid ‘his
checks with big bills, according 10 law
enforcemen: sources. Under the tutel-
zg2 of the operative, Casimir Taviers,
 rthur got-the cnance to act out his
Jzmes Bond fantasies ang Iravel
tnroughout Europe, the Middle - East
zr.¢ finally Lo the United States with
Tuaviera. .
The interaational travels ended-ob &
nondescrmp: sireet in the Gravesend
section 0f Brooklyn Jan. 28, 1882, when
Amhur wae arrested while siting in 2
renied Oicsmoblie on Avenue 3. AD
Uzl submechine curn wes o his lap. &
43-celiper rev o)\ er and high-powered
brnoculers were within reach anc there
were burlap bags covering his license

pnd[es.
rhur is serving g three-vear sen-
tence > for weapons possession and

could be free 2z early as next January.

Ee hat refused to talk with authorities,

a16 has become the most mysterious
inmate in state history. =

&E"HILE EIS terget may.never
i be known, the Daily News
= has learned investige-
tors believe Arthur was hired by
Taviera o kill & spy here—s spy who
may still be operatng.

“We are not toving with amateurs.
V'e're taiking about professionzl peo-
pie who meateriziize from time Lo tirme
sziC « source cicse to the investigaion.

e
[y

NEW YORK DAILY
7 Avgust 19E3

—

- By MURRAY WEISS.

“You-only read about people like . thxs
in ~-spy -novels...but .they -do ex-
ist...in & strat.a above the one we
know

Since Arthur's arres;, law off)cers
from three federal agencies—ihe FEI,
the Secret Service and the Bureau of

Alcohol, Tobacco .and Firearms—and

representatives. of the Brooklyn dis-
trict -attorney’s office have unearthed
what they say is one of the most
fascinating, and most frustrating, cases
in vears. They have traced Arthur and
Tavierz along the East Coast and
across two continents.

And vet this intriguing tale had &
-humble beginning. o

AW ENFORC“MEI\"I‘ sources
% close to the case gave this
account: -

Arthur cruised Gravesend for sev-
eral days before 2n elderly woman
spotted his car pn Avenue X. near W.
11th St. became suspicious and called
police. At the Bath Ave. station. Arthur
later said -onlv thai the cops who
arrested him. Officers Ralph Charuier
and Edward Sellig, “had their guns in

their holsters and were mine if I
wanted them.”
Within hours, officers searched

Arthur's room at the Holiday Inn near
Kennedy Airport andé found $1.500 in
cash, his heavily used passport and a
photo of 2 man reaching for s banana
on a tree. The man was Arthur's late
father.

The next rno"mng age'ns and oeLeC
tives fanned out in Gravesend 1o try to
determine Arthur's target. They came.
up with Angelo Sepe, a suspect in the
$5.8 million Lufthansa heist at Ren--
nedy Airport in 1878. Investigators
went to Sepe's home near Avenue X
and W. 12th St and told him about

Arthur. Sepe all but laughed that the
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rfaces on street

mob would hu-ea foreigner to kill him
“U he wanted to hit me, he had two
good chances,” Sepe said, explaining
that he twice walked th.h hxs dog past
Arthur, -s T
“When my,\bme comes my own
people will kill 'me” Sepe said “My:
peoplie would notgo out of the country

~and hire 2 stranger.to -40. the Job

They'll hire someone-:close 1o me”
Sepe already hassm’v:veo one attemp—

ted th :j . oL -
é was being interviewed, author-

ities traced Arthur's weapong
and Holiday 'Inn. phone calls 1o
Richard Porvin, a Canadian tugboat .
pilot and suspected international gun-
runner living in Florida

"On Jan. 29, the gay .after.Sepe was
interviewed, Detective William Majes- .
ki, of the Brooklvn district atlorney’s _
office, and three federa! agemts, Wils-.
liam Sedieckis of the FBI, Charles
Hudson of the firearms bureau and
Burt Steves of the Secre: Service, went
to Potvin's mobile home at 5909 S.W..

th Court in Fort Lauderdale.

Potvirn catapuliec the investigation
into 2 worlc of espionage and spies by
introgucing to the plotl the mysterious
French nauonal, Tavierz, wham -he
also knew 25 “Yvan.”

Porvin sai¢ Tavierz was-a former
French commando who traveled exten-
sively, ang lavishly, anc that Taviera
often boasted of smuggling guns to the
Middle East and -doing intelligence
work Investigators -have since con-

s THE I;‘UF"I-IANSA éuspéct "

“firmed that Tavierz is an intelligence

operative for NATO countries. A war>
rant has been xssued im his arrest on.
weapons cnarges
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